Pawel Wyczynski

(1921-2008)
Literary historian
Polish-born scholar introduced world to French Canadian literature.
Sarah Hartwick, The Ottawa Citizen

B

orn in Zelgoszcz, Poland, Wyczynski was deported by the Germans
during the Second World War to Austria, for forming a cell of Polish
resistance movement, named Jaszczurka. In 1951, he graduated from
the university in Lille, France, and the same year emigrated to Canada,
where he initially worked at the University of Montreal and then at the
University of Ottawa. In 1957, he received a Ph.D. in French literature at
the latter university.
For many years Prof. Wyczynski worked as a researcher of French
Canadian literature, specializing in the studies of poet Emil Nilligan.
Between 1958-1973, he was co-founder and director of the Centre de recherche en littérature canadienne française at the University of Ottawa.
At the same time he organized the Institute for Slavic Studies and the Polish branch of the university library (now with about 20,000 volumes).
From 1963 to 1969, he worked at the Royal Commission on Biculturalism
and Bilingualism, appointed by Prime Minister Lester Pearson to research
the linguistic and cultural diversity of Canada. He was also founder and
coordinator of the Archives des lettres canadiennes.
Wyczynski helped bring French Canadian literature to the world, attending conferences and lecturing in places as far as Brazil and France.
He authored or co-authored more than 65 books and numerous articles
in various journals. He never lost sight of his Polish roots, penning several
books about Polish culture and the Polish community in Canada. His last
book completed right before his death was about the great Polish poet
Cyprian Kamil Norwid.
Among others, he was a member of the Association de littérature
comparée; the Société des écrivains canadiens-français; the Société
française d’histoire d’outre-mer; the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences
in Canada; the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences (PAU, Krakow); and
the Canadian Association of Professors.
He was the recipient of countless awards, including the Lorne Pierce
medal from the Royal Society of Canada, the Commander’s Cross of the
Order of Merit from the Polish Government, the Order of Canada, and a
knighthood from the Ordre des arts et des lettres in France.
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