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September 10, 1982

Norwegian Nobel Committee
¢/o Director Jacub Sverdrup, Esg.
O s 1 o0, Norway

Gentlemen:

We have the honour to propoSe the candidacy of Mr. Lech Wa-
lesa /Polish spelling: Walgsa/ for the Nobel Peace Prize.

His was a unique achievement in a communist state: he was
instrumental in peacefully establishing the independent tra-
de union Solidarity /Solidarnosé/.

In Poland, as in all states governed by the communistis, the-
re has existed a trade-unionism totally subservient to the
communist party /the Polish United Labour Party/. As is well
¥nown, any autonomous associatlon of workers is anathema toO
a totalitarian system.

The ground-swell of labour's unrest in Poland in the year
1980 threatened to unleash a bloody confrontation with the
government. Nevertheless, on August 31, 1980, due to Mr. Wa-
lesa's charismatic leadership, the Polish workers managed tO
wrest from the government an agreement 1n which it yielded to
many of their demands, in particular allowing an independent
trade union to be organized. Under a communist regime this
truly was an extraordinary achievement, the more so as 1t ca-
me about without bloodshed.

Only when Mr. Walesa was deprived of his freedom on December
13, 1981 because the government interned him, a confrontation
with labour ensued and blood was spilt.

His peaceful role as an inspired leader has been acknowledged
throughout the whole non-communist world. It is our conside-
red opinion that he merits %o be granted the Nobel Feace
Prize.
: Yours truly
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Mrs. Iudwika Sas-Korczynski
President



